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CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today's date is 

January 18, 2002. The time is 1345 hours. 

This is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of 

the Safety Battalion of the New York City 

Fire Department. I'm conducting an 

interview with the following individual. 

Please state your name. 

FIREFIGHTER CHELSEN: Roy Chelsen. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Roy is firefighter 
first grade in Engine 28 of the New York 

City Fire Department. We're at the quarters 

of Engine 28. This interview is regarding 

the events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Roy, would you please tell your story 
in your own words about what happened that day 
from when you received the alarm. 

A. We were actually sitting in the 
kitchen, the lieutenant and I, and we actually 
heard the first explosion. We both looked at 
each other, and we were like, "Oh, what was 
that?" It seemed like right after that the alarm 
came in and we were on our way downtown. 

We took the FDR Drive down, and you 


could actually see the building pretty much the 


R. CHELSEN 3 


whole way down. The whole three-quarters of the 
way up was engulfed in fire. We went down 
underneath the Battery Tunnel. We came up. It 
was still like flags falling. It seemed like it 
was very quiet. I noticed that Bob, the 
chauffeur, was kind of swerving around. Later on 
I heard he was going around bodies. 
He dropped us off underneath the second 
bridge. 
Q. The north bridge? 
A. The north bridge up by the north tower. 
He dropped us off there. We looked up to make 
sure nothing was coming down, and we proceeded 
in. I think the revolving doors were kind of 
busted up, so I think we went through a window. 
We reported to the command desk, the 
command post there, and we immediately started 
going up. They just said, "28, start heading 
up." 
Q. Do you know what stairway you went up? 
A. We went up stairway B. I believe it 
was stairway B. 
From there on we really didn't hear too 


much transmission going on that I can remember 


R. CHELSEN 4 


hearing. I had the nozzle position. I had no 
radio. But I don't remember the lieutenant 
telling me anything. Later on I heard that there 
were a lot of maydays and a lot of transmissions 
going on, but we didn't hear any of it. 

One of the only transmissions I do 
remember hearing, because we were sitting on 
approximately the 20th floor, that there was 
another plane on its way. At that point we were 
still not sure that it was a plane that had hit 
the tower. There was some talk from the 
Civilians coming down that a plane hit. The 
consensus was that it was a small plane; Never 
thinking it was a 737, whatever it was, 767, 
whatever it was. 

We made our way up to 29 or 30. We 
were again resting again. All of a sudden 
just -- I don't know if the sequence is right, 
but everything went black, and all the power went 
out. There was just this rumbling. I felt like 
it went on forever. 

I believe 4 Engine was with us, there 
was 28, and I believe 8 Truck was with us. We 


all just huddled into the staircase. We were 
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holding on thinking -- I'm a big person. I'm 
thinking the floor's going to collapse or the 
ceiling's coming down, but I thought that was it. 

When the rumbling finally stopped, all 
of a sudden we felt this gush of air coming from 
everywhere. Just from every direction there was 
like wind blowing. What I heard later on, that 
was just the concussion of the air coming back up 
from tower two. 

From there I believe we heard -- there 
was a chief that came down with a bullhorn, 
telling everybody to get out. I think he was 


from the 11th Battalion. That's what I'm 


hearing. 
Q. He came down the stairs? 
A. I think he was up a couple floors ahead 


of us. I don't know if he was with us the whole 
time. I know we were paired up with 4 Engine. 5 
Engine was with us, but I heard later on that 
somebody in their company had a heart attack or 
chest pains. 

Q. Yes. 

A. They took him down. So I don't know 


who was with us the whole time. But he did come 
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down and tell us to evacuate. 

From there it was just asses and 
elbows. We all just started running. I didn't 
even have my mask on anymore. We just dropped 
everything. Actually between 20 and 30, 4 Engine 
and ourselves kind of joined together there. So 
we dropped everything and started running down on 
30. 

We got down to 19 or 20, and I know 
there were some cops down there. We found some 
Civilians down there. 

Q. Port Authority cops? 

A. Port Authority cops. I Saw city cops. 
They had their masks on, but they had ESU 
uniforms on. 

Q. Right. 

A. They were all huddling about. 
Everybody was still coming down. We were kind of 
waiting, getting everybody together again. A 
friend of mine in 8 Truck told me, he said, "Look 
out the window. Tower two is gone." At that 
point nobody knew what was going on. 

At that point we were coming down 


stairway C, I think. 
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Q. You went across? 


af 


We went across, yeah. 

Q. Was stairway B clogged? 

A Stairway C, I heard -- stairway B 
didn't go all the way up or -- for some reason 
from 20 over, we switched. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Then I heard coming down they said 
stairway C is pretty well wiped out down there, 
so it doesn't go down. I think that's what I 
heard, because from there on we went B. From 20 
down to 1 we went on stairway B. 

Q. Okay. 

A. We kind of formed a line for the 
Civilians, and we led them down the stairs 
because it was pitch-black and it started to get 
smoky. We led them down, 4 Engine, ourselves and 
I believe 8 Truck again. 

Q. Did the cops come down with you? 

A. I don't know. I don't know. At this 
point it was just like I want to get out. I 
heard that tower two is gone. I said, let's just 
get these people and let's get out of here. 


We all grouped together again, like I 
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said, and we started going down. We got down to 
the lobby. The lobby is like gone. There were 
probably 20 or 30 guys down in the lobby mulling 
around. 

Q. They weren't trying to get out? 

A. They were just -- no, no. 

We went to where the command post was. 
We were standing there. Our officer was like, 
"Well, let's stay here." I kept saying, "Lou, 
I'm going to get out. I want to get out of this 
building." I said, "We can go out where we came 
in." There was a brick wall outside tower -- 

Q. The north tower. 

A. The north tower. There was a brick 
wall. I said we can run along the wall and go 
underneath the bridge there and then shoot up 
West Street. He said, "Is everybody here?" I 
said, "Yeah, the company's all right here." With 
that we -- I think 18 Truck ran out with us, and 
we just hauled ass. 

We got out and we got under the bridge. 
A couple bodies came down, flying down, just in 
front of our guys. We just got under the bridge 


and like, okay, it's safe, it's good. All ofa 
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sudden we heard this huge explosion, and that's 
when the tower started coming down. We all 
started running. 

We lost everybody there again. I don't 
know what happened. I saw my cousin. We gave 
each other a big hug. That's when everything 
started hitting the fan again. I heard some guys 
dove behind cars. I just kept running up West 
Street. 

As soon as that thing hit us, I think 
it knocked -- I'm not sure what knocked me over, 
but I ended up on the ground. Like Sal said, it 
was completely black. Now I can't breathe. You 
start running. I'm out of breath, and I didn't 
have my mask. It was on the 30th floor. I just 
started choking. I couldn't breathe because I'm 
sucking all that shit in. Somehow I happened to 
see a fireman walking to my right. He had a 
mask, and I grabbed it. He helped me with it 
until we walked out. 

Then two guys from an ambulance grabbed 
me. They started giving me water. They had me 
hooked up to an IV. But then everybody started 


running again, something about a major gas leak. 


R. CHELSEN 10 


Q. That's what I heard. A chief said they 
thought there was a major gas leak. 

A. I said get this thing out of me. I'm 
running again. I can't sit here. So they took 
it out. I'm running with my hand on my arm, and 
I'm running north again. We finally met up with 
the rest of the crew on West Street. 

I've just got to say, on our way down 
we saw 9 Engine with that woman. 

Q. Right. 

A. We saw her. 

Q. 6 Truck. 

A. 6 Truck, I'm sorry. We saw 6 Truck. 

We also saw 18 Truck. I think they were on their 
way up to. We said to them, "They told everybody 
out of the building," and then they came with us. 

Q. That's it? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Wow, that's pretty good. Well, thank 
you, Roy. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: The time is 1455, and 


that's the end of this interview. 


